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pass away, but the Veda is everlasting. The
sacred words are the eternal type of things,
and the infinite display of created forms is
but a reflection of Divine Thought become
manifest in the Veda.1

VIII
SUTRA LITERATURE

THE Brahmanas increased so much in volume
that their contents were in danger of being
lost. We must bear in mind that no handy
text-books circulated in that early age, but
all learning was imparted by word of mouth,
and had to be committed to memory, line by
line, and chapter by chapter. Abridgments
of the diffuse Brahmanas were much needed,
and the want was supplied in the form of
sutras or manuals prepared for the use of
students. The sutras gradually replaced the

1 The Vedic Hymns are often spoken of as Vedas or
Mantras, but Veda, in the singular, is a more general
term, and includes the Bnttmianas and Upanishads.